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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY. 


Rateable  Value  of  General  Rate : £36,977. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate:  £154. 

Area  of  District:  1,280  acres. 

Population : 7,788. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses:  2,491. 

Birth  Rate:  18.1  per  1,000  population. 

Death  Rate:  11.5  per  1,000  population. 

Infantile  Death  Rate:  Mrt  per  1,000  Births  registered. 
Zymotic  Death  Rate : 0.26  per  1,000  population. 
Rainfall : 39.20  inches. 


ro  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS,  OE  THE 


HORBURY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

July,  1947. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  1946. 

As  m previous  years  the  report  is  abbreviated  according 
to  the  instructions  from  the  Ministry  of  Health.  More 
detailed  records  are  preserved  in  the  Public  Health  Depart- 
ment. 


SECTION  A. 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

Woollen  and  Worsted  Manufacturing,  Railway  Wagon 
and  Motor  body  building,  Oil  Works,  Dyeing,  Mining, 
Machinery,  and  the  manufacture  of  Athletic  and  Sports 
requisites  continue  the  main  industries  of  the  district, 
while  a proportion  of  the  male  population  find  employment 
in  the  coal  mines  in  the  adjacent  districts. 

Trade  generally  in  the  district  has  been  good,  the  indus- 
tries being  all  employed  full  time.  Expansion  of  the  larger 
industries  continues  and  unemployment  is  extremely  small. 

infectious  Diseases  were  the  smallest  number  notified 
for  twenty  years  and  the  health  of  the  population  has,  on 
the  whole,  been  good. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS 
BIRTHS 

The  number  of  births  in  1946  was  141  in  all.  Of  these 
74  were  transferable  as  having  taken  place  outside  the  area 
m adjoining  nursing  and  maternity  homes. 

The  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  was  18.1. 


The  number  of  births  were  made  up 
Live  Births : — 

of : — 
M. 

F. 

Total 

Legitimate  

66  

70  . 

136 

Illegitimate  

4 

1 

5 

Still  Births. 

Two  still  births  were  recorded. 

70  

71  . 

141 
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DEATHS. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  IN  HORBURY. 


DURING  1945. 

Causes  of  Death  M.  F.  Total 

Diphtheria  1 — 1 

Tuberculosis  — 2 2 

Influenza  112 

Cancer  5 5 10 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions  4 14  18 

Heart  Disease  15  15  zo 

Other  diseases  of  Circulatory  System  2 15 

Bronchitis  3 14 

Pneumonia  112 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  — 11 

Diarrhoea  under  two  years  112 

Appendicitis  — 11 

Other  digestive  diseases  — 11 

Nephritis  1 — 1 

Premature  Birth  12  3 

Suicide  — 11 

Other  Violent  Causes  . 1 — 1 

All  other  causes  6 6 12 


Totals  40  51  91 


91  Deaths  were  recorded  for  the  year,  72  being  registered 
within  the  district  and  19  transferable  occurring  in  Institu- 
tions outside  the  district.  One  transferable  death  of  a non- 
resident was  recorded,  leaving  the  net  total  deaths  of  Horbury 
residents  at  91,  giving  a corrected  Annual  Death  Rate  of  11.5 
per  1,000  of  the  population. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 


The  number  of  deaths  registered  under  one  year  of  age 
was  two  males  and  four  females.  4W 

This  gives  an  Infantile  Mortality  rate  of  Nrf  per  1,000 
births  registered. 


The  causes  of  death  were : — 
Cause. 

Prematurity  

Enteritis  

Pneumonia  

Diphtheria 


M. 

1 

1 


F.  Total 
2 3 

1 1 

1 1 

— 1 


2 


4 


6 
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Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  10 

„ ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  0 

„ „ Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  0 

„ „ Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  2 

„ „ Diphtheria  (under  2 years)  1 


SECTION  B. 


PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 


(a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

Several  pathological  materials  have  been  sent  to  the 
County  Laboratory  tor  examination  and  report. 

(Dj  Ambulance  Facilities. 

A horse  ambulance  is  used  solely  for  the  conveyance  of 
common  Infectious  Diseases  notified  in  the  district  to  the 
Council’s  Isolation  Hospital  at  Addingford,  Horbury. 

(c)  General. 

A modern  Motor  Ambulance  (Bedford-de-luxe)  is  provi- 
ded by  the  Horbury  Urban  District  Council  for  the  removal 
of  accident,  surgical,  and  maternity  cases  to  such  institutions 
as  may  be  necessary,  no  charge  being  made  for  permanent 
residents  of  the  district,  providing  a medical  certificate  is 
produced  stating  that  the  person  to  be  removed  is  an  ambu- 
lance case. 

This  service  is  also  available  by  arrangement  to  the  resi- 
dents of  the  neighbouring  rural  areas  at  a fixed  rate  of 
charges. 

A mutual  aid  scheme  operates  successfully  between  Ossett 
Corporation  and  Horbury. 

During  the  year  1946  the  motor  ambulance  has  been 
called  upon  to  make  251  journeys  in  conveying  cases  to  and 


from  various  institutions,  etc., 
under  the  mutual  aid  scheme. 

34  of 

the  cases  were 

taken 

Ossett 

Horbury 

Total 

Leeds  Infirmary  

— 

4 

4 

Clayton  Hospital 

5 

178 

183 

Wakefield  County  Hospital 

— 

10 

10 

Dewsbury  County  Hospital 

10 

4 

14 

Dewsbury  Infirmary 

13 

4 

17 

Bradford  

— 

— 

2 

Other  Places 

6 

15 

21 

34 

217 

251 
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The  all  in  cost  of  the  ambulance,  including  repairs, 
re-newals,  insurance,  petrol,  oil,  telephone,  etc.  was 
£127  19s.  6d.  Out  of  this  £71  16s.  6d.  was  recovered,  leaving 
a nett  cost  to  the  Council  of  £56  3s.  3d.  or  approximately 
l/3rd  of  a penny  rate,  which  is  a very  low  cost  for  an  effi- 
cient service.  During  the  twelve  months  the  ambulance 
used  295  gallons  of  petrol  and  travelled  3,185  miles. 

(d)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

There  is  no  established  institution  in  our  area  from  which 
the  services  of  professional  nurses  can  be  obtained.  Vviren 
these  services  are  required  it  is  necessary  to  arrange  for 
nurses  to  be  sent  out  trom  private  nursing  homes  established 
in  the  neighbouring  large  towns. 

The  Horbury  District  Nursing  Association,  a voluntary 
society  upheld  solely  by  private  subscriptions,  operates  in  close 
co-operation  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  private 
practitioners  in  the  district.  The  Association  retains  the 
whole-time  services  of  a fully  trained  Queen's  Nurse,  who, 
upon  request,  makes  daily  visits  to  homes  in  cases  of  sickness 
and  invalidity  and  to  do  dressing's,  etc.,  after  surgical  opera- 
tions. 

(e)  Venereal  Diseases. 

The  centre  for  the  treatment  of  Venereal  Diseases  is  at 
the  Clayton  Hospital,  Wakefield. 

(f)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  Consultation 
and  Treatment,  which  is  much  used  and  appreciated  by  the 
mothers,  is  held  three  times  fortnightly  in  the  Congregational 
Church,  Westfield  Road,  Horbury,  when  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  Child  Welfare  Nurse,  and  a willing  staff  ot  volun- 
tary helpers  are  in  attendance.  This  centre  was  changed 
from  the  House  of  Mercy,  Horbury,  on  August  7th  as  the 
rooms  then  used  were  no  longer  available. 

(g)  School  Clinic. 

The  medical  examination  and  treatment,  also  the  dental 
examination  and  treatment  of  schoolchildren  is  carried  out 
by  the  School  Medical,  Dental  and  Nursing  Staff  of  the  West 
Riding  County  Council  under  the  direction  of  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

(a)  Water  Supply. 

The  Urban  District  of  Horbury  is  well  served  with  a 
plentiful  supply  of  good  water,  which  is  obtainable  from 
Dewsbury,  Hatley,  and  Wakefield  Corporations,  a constant 
supply  being  laid  on  to  all  houses  and  premises  in  the  district. 

The  supply  from  all  the  sources  mentioned  is  quite  satis- 
factory both  in  quality  and  in  quantity  and  is  controlled  at  the 
distribution  point  by  bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis 
monthly,  in  addition  to  which  your  Sanitary  Inspector  has 
taken  samples  locally  with  the  following  results. 

Samples  taken  April  10th.,  1946. 

1.  Dewsbury  Supply: 

43,  Co-operative  Street,  Horbury. 

Presumptive  Coliform  Count: — 

Coliform  Bacilli  present  in  100  ml.  water — none. 

2.  Wakefield  Supply : 

Green  Park  Avenue,  Horbury. 

Presumptive  Coliform  Count : — 

Coliform  Bacilli  present  in  100  ml.  water — none. 

Both  of  these  samples  are  satisfactory  according  to  Ministry 
of  Health  Standards. 

The  Water  Tower  at  Addingford  Isolation  Hospital  was 
completed  dur.ng  the  year  and  a satisfactory  water  supply  is 
now  assured. 

Rainfall. 


Rainfall  for  1946 


No.  of  Days  on 
which  rain  fell 


January 

2.58 

17 

February 

4.44 

13 

March 

1.88 

13 

April  

1.92 

11 

May 

2.62 

13 

time 

2.87 

20 

July 

3.48 

16 

August 

4.45 

21 

September 

5.20 

22 

October 

1.69 

16 

November 

5.67 

25 

December 

2.81 

24 

39.61 

211 
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Monthly  Average  3.31 

Heaviest  Rainfall  for  one  month  (November)  5.67 

Heaviest  Rainfall  for  one  day  (Sept.  19th)  1.65 

Lowest  Rainfall  for  one  month  (October)  1.69 

(b)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 


The  sewerage  and  drainage  system  discharges  at  the 
outfall  works  on  the  banks  of  the  River  Calder  at  IIoi  bury 
Junction  and  is  dealt  with  in  an  efficient  manner,  the  plant 
having  electrically  driven  pumps,  automatically  controlled. 

The  sewerage  and  drainage  of  the  district  is  generally 
satisfactory  with  the  exception  of  the  Horbury  Bridge  section 
and  I am  of  the  opinion  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  relay  a 
section  of  the  sewer.  A survey  is  at  present  being  carried 
out  by  the  Surveyor  of  the  Council. 

(c)  Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  law  relating  to  the  prevention  of  pollution  of  rivers 
and  streams  in  the  Urban  Area  is  administered  by  the  West 
Riding  of  Yorkshire  Rivers  Board. 

No  instance  of  pollution  requiring  treatment  was  reported 
during  the  year. 

(d)  Housing. 

The  scarcity  of  houses  in  the  district  and  overcrowding 
problems  continue  to  receive  attention.  During  the  year  14 
privately  built  houses  Lave  been  completed,  and  4 are  under 
construction.  Tenders  have  been  accepted  for  fifty  Council 
Houses  and  it  is  hoped  that  construction  of  these  will  com- 
mence during  1947. 


SECTION  D. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Samples. 

(b)  Milk  Supply. 

(c)  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

Detailed  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector's  Report. 
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SECTION  E. 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS 
DISEASES  AND  OTHER  DISEASES, 

Table  of  Notifiable  Diseases  for  1946. 


Disease 


Diphtheria 

Pneumonia 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
Scarlet  Fever 
Enteric  Fever 


CO 


C/5 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CJ 

tH 

CO 

u< 

C/5 

t_J 

C/5 

l_i 

co 

CO 

Uh 

CTj 

iH 

OS 

<u 

u, 

ci 

QJ 

<3* 

<L> 

cd 

<D 

C-H 

<u 

> 

CO 

u 

CTj 

03 

<l> 

>N 

>> 

O 

<D 

>> 

<D 

<U 

>> 

0/ 

<u 

>> 

o 

XT' 

\T\ 

\T\ 

”0 

CTj 

-4_> 

C/D 

C/5 

•r 

r-H 

(N 

m 

i 

xr 

i 

i r\ 

o 

r— < 

(N 

| 

1 

'T 

1 

C 

ol 

’a 

CO 

t— 1 

< 

H 

1^, 

H 

< 

o 

H 

i-H 

1 

<N 

</-\ 

o 

1 r— < 

20- 

35- 

45- 

\r\ 

'O 

o 

■X 

o 

H 

w 

Q 

— 1 2 1 4 4 1 

1 1 1 1 1—  2 3 — 10  — 

1 — 1 2 — 

3 2 3 3 1 1 13  — 

— 1 1 3 1 2 8 8 — 


12  38  1 


Scarlet  Fever. 

All  cases  were  of  a mild  type  and  removal  to  hospital 
was  carried  out  in  each  case. 

Diphtheria.  PNfcUM0Nj¥\ 

Notification  is  still  somewhat  deficient. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough. 

Only  13  cases  were  officially  notified  and  the  majority 
of  the  cases  occurred  during  November  and  December. 

Influenza. 

This  did  not  show  any  signs  of  becoming  an  epidemic  and 
only  mild  cases  occurred  in  the  district. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Immunisation  has  continued  throughout  the  year  and 
e very  advantage  of  this  protection  should  be  taken.  During 
the  twelve  months  249  children  completed  a full  course  of 
immunisation,  making  a progressive  total  of — under  5 years 
of  age,  615,  or  87%,  between  the  ages  of  5 and  15  years, 
765  or  80%. 
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There  was  one  death  from  Diphtheria,  a boy  age  one  year 
who  had  not  been  immunised.  This  boy  died  at  Addingford 
Isolation  Hospital,  Horbury,  36  hours  after  admission. 

Tuberculosis. 

4 new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (3  females  and 
1 male),  and  3 new  cases  of  non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (2 


females,  one  male),  were 

notified  during  the 

year.  2 cases 

died  showing  the  Tuberculosis  register  at  the  end  of  the  year 

as  follows : — 

M.  F. 

Total 

Pulmonary 

7 7 

14 

Non-pulmonary 

1 — 

1 

8 7 

15 

In  conclusion  I wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chair- 
man and  Members  of  the  Council  for  their  support  and  to 
the  Sanitary  Officer  and  other  officials  for  their  ready  co- 
operation and  able  assistance  to  me  during  the  year  under 
review. 


I am,  gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

H.  L.  NEIL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Horbury  Urban  District  Council 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
and  Cleansing  Superintendent 


for  the  year 

1946. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
AND  CLEANSING  SUPERINTENDENT. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
HORBURY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

July,  1947. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  1946. 


During  this  year  there  has  been  great  activity  in  ad- 
ministration; the  national  changes  which  have  taken  place 
and  the  formation  of  new  legislation  especially  in  Public 
Health  have  been  immense.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  a 
new  era  in  health  administration  is  commencing,  but  the  aim 
of  this  Department  remains  to  constantly  guard  and  improve 
the  living  conditions  and  well-being  of  the  general  public. 


Essential  housing  repairs  and  all  the  conditions  likely 
to  be  prejudicial  to  the  public  health  have  received  the  closest 
attention;  inspection  of  food  supplies,  milk  production,  water 
supplies,  rodent  and  pest  control,  collection  and  disposal  of 
refuse  are  vital  matters  affecting  everyone,  and  it  is  perhaps 
only  when  trouble  occurs  that  the  constant  work  involved 
is  appreciated. 


During  the  year  co-operation  has  been  the  key  word  and 
I sincerely  thank  the  chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Com- 
mittee and  all  the  members  of  the  Council  and  other  officials 
for  the  help  and  consideration  which  has  in  no  small  measure 
contr'buted  to  the  work  carried  out. 
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SECTION  F. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


1 366 
165 
101 
50 
20 
28 
46 
15 
26 
12 
50 
26 

2 

10 

5 


2552 

150 

4 


5793 

WORK  CARRIED  OUT  UNDER  THE  SUPERVISION  OF 

THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


Disinfection  after  flooding  in  cellar  29 

Disinfection  after  flooding  in  kitchen 7 

Disinfection  of  Stagnant  Water  3 

Disinfection  of  Flooded  field  2 

Remedying  of  Nuisance  from  Smell  in  house 3 

Breaches  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1938  remedied  15 

Breaches  of  Factoiies  Act  1937  remedied  5 

Breach  of  Meat  Regulations  1924  remedied  1 

W.C.s  provided  8 

W.C.  diains  provided 6 

Inspection  Chambers  provided  4 

Defective  W.C.s  repaired  ......  2 


Summary  of  inspections  made  during  the  year : — 

Nuisances,  Housing  and  Re-Visits  

Butchers  and  Food  Shops  

Choked  Drains  and  Drainage  work  in  progress  

Ambulance  

Disinfestation  

Farms  

Factories  and  Workshops  

Filthy  and  Verminous  Premises  

Fried  Fish  Shops  

Ice-Cream  Premises  

Inspection  of  Pigs  

Infectious  Diseases  

M ilk  Supply — 

Samples  for  Methylene  Blue  Test  Accredited  

Samples  for  M ethylene  Blue  Test  Ungraded  

Samples  for  Tuberculosis  Tests 

Rats  and  Mice  Infestations  

Refuse  Disposal  

Refuse  Collection 

Salvage  

Schools  

Water  Supply  : — - 

Samples  for  bacteriological  examination  

Total  
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Defective  W.C.  drains  repaired  2 

Choked  Sink  Waste  Gullies  cleared  5 

Bath  Provided  4 

Defective  Downpipe  repaired  4 

Traps  provided  for  sink  waste  pipes  ' 1 

Proper  Receptacle  for  Fish  Waste  provided  1 

Defective  Ashbins  replaced  132 

Choked  Drains  cleared  4 

Defective  pointing  made  good  , 5 

Dangerous  Chimney  Stack  repaired  2 

Bed  Bug  Infestation  cleared  1 

Rat  and  Mice  infestations  cleared  9 

Defective  sink  waste  drain  repaired  1 

Dirty  Vehicle  for  Meat  cleaned  1 

Diriy  Meat  Benches  cleaned 1 

Defective  Sink  Repaired  1 

Dirty  PLouses  cleaned  8 

Accumulation  of  Refuse  removed  2 

Wash-hand  basin  provided  5 

Defective  eaves,  gutters,  repaired  3 

Damp  in  House  remedied  19 

Gully  provided  1 

butticient  light  provided  1 

Defective  manholes  renewed 3 

uefective  Roots  repaired  11 

Door  Dock  provided  1 

Choked  Sewer  Cleaned  2 

Nuisance  from  Potato  Peelings  removed  1 

Defective  Window  repaired  2 

Defective  manhole  cover  repaired  2 

Defective  ceiling  plaster  replaced  ......  3 

Defective  House  Range  repaired  3 

Defective  Fire  range  repaired  2 

Defective  Hot  Water  cylinder  repaired  1 

Infestation  of  Cockroaches  cleared  1 

Uiriy  Piggeries  cleaned  1 

Obstruction  of  Footpath  removed  1 

Defective  Kitchen  Range  repaired  2 

Accumulation  of  Manure  removed  i 

Soil  Pipe  provided  2 

Thresh  Provided  1 

Nuisances  from  Pools  of  Water  remedied  2 
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Defective  W.C.  Seats  repaired  1 

Access  to  ashbin  provided  1 

Defective  Flooring  repaired  5 

Defective  gate  repaired  T 1 

Dangerous  Footpath  repaired  1 

Dangerous  Wallplaster  repaired  ......  1 

Defective  Ashpit  repaired  2 


Dangerous  Stonework  and  Brickwork  repaired  2 

354 


The  following  is  a list  of  complaints  received  and  dealt 
with  by  the  Surveyor  in  Council  property 


Bursts  in  water  pipes ......  76 

Defective  Tap  Washers  165 

Defective  W.C.  Overflow  61 

Defective  Lavatory  Basin  5 

Leaking  Roofs  21 

Broken  Window  Panes  69 

Defective  Window  Frames  10 

Defective  Tiles  round  sink  4 

Defective  Sinks  4 

Defective  Oven  Doors  . ......  2 

Defective  daps  27 

Choked  Drains  4 

Defective  W.C.  Seats 7 

Defective  W.C.  Cisterns  10 

Defective  Doors  19 

Broken  Ball  Taps  4 

Defective  Floors  ......  15 

Gas  Leaks  ......  38 

Broken  Chimney  Pots  t 11 

Defective  Door  Locks  25 

Broken  Gas  Brackets. 6 

Defective  Pointing  3 

Broken  Mantelpiece  5 

Defective  Hearth  7 

Defective  Firepiace  13 

Broken  Ball  Valve  9 

Defective  Laves,  Gutters  42 

Dampness  6 

Defective  Fireback  31 

itioken  Draining  Board  ......  ......  13 
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Defective  Firegate  32 

Broken  Sink  and  Bath  Waste  Pipes  43 

Defective  Supply  Cylinder  22 

Broken  Paving  6 

Defective  Plaster  41 

Broken  Down-pipes  8 

Nuisance  from  Smoking  Chimney  1 

Broken  Gas  Boiler  15 

Broken  Gates  2 

Broken  W.C.  Pedestals  5 

Choked  Gulleys  8 

Defective  Brickwork  4 

Keys  for  door  locks  2 

Choked  Waste  Pipe  2 

Electric  Light  Defects  5 

Door  Knobs  Broken  10 

Plot  Water  Damper  P)efects  4 

Dustbin  Replacements  7 

Defective  Flue  Pipe  6 

Door  Snecks  Broken  3 

Choked  Gutters  3 

New  Plugs  for  Sink  3 

Defective  Oven  6 

New  Oven  Plates  1 

Railings  Down  5 

Stop  Taps  Broken  1 

Fire  Back  Boiler  defects  9 

Defective  Range  1 

Defective  shelving  2 

Miscellaneous  17 


1011 
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SECTION  G. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  house  and  trade  refuse  is 
carried  out  by  Council  employees  under  my  direction  and 
supervision  with  the  Council's  own  motor  vehicles. 

The  Council  own  two  Ford  vehicles  and  one  Karrier 
Bantam  vehicle. 

The  oldest  of  the  two  Ford  vehicles  is  used  by  the  Health 
and  Highways  departments  and  has  proved  of  great  value 
as  a mutual  aid  vehicle.  The  time  has  now  come,  however, 
when  this  vehicle  is  becoming  obsolete  for  the  work  required 
and  the  Council  have  ordered  a new  7/8  cubic  yard  Dennis 
dustless  loading  refuse  vehicle.  This  vehicle,  which  is  spe- 
cially designed  for  loading  in  narrow  streets,  will  not  be  de- 
livered for  some  10  months,  and  a certain  amount  of  Hired 
haulage  will  have  to  be  employed  in  the  meantime. 

When  the  new  vehicle  is  delivered  the  newest  Ford  vehicle 
will  become  a mutual  aid  vehicle  and  the  Dennis  will  be  used 
on  refuse  collection. 

A weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  has  been  maintained 
throughout  the  year.  The  approximate  number  of  receptacles 
for  which  the  Department  is  responsible  for  cleaning  is  z,o 42 
ashbins,  32  ashpits,  20  pail  closets,  8 privies,  and  8 cesspools. 

The  whole  of  the  township's  refuse  is  disposed  of  by 
controlled  tipping  at  the  Sand  and  Gravel  tip,  Horbury  Junc- 
tion, with  the  exception  of  small  quantities  from  pail  closets, 
etc.,  which  is  deposited  on  farm  land  for  manurial  purposes. 

A small  destructor  is  situated  on  this  tip  and  old  bedding, 
dead  animals,  etc.,  are  disposed  of  here. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  a comprehensive  survey  was 
made  of  the  refuse  “beats"  and  working  of  the  refuse  col- 
lectors. This  involved  a large  amount  of  work  and  some 
2,552  visits  and  inspections  were  carried  out.  Every  ashbln 
in  the  district  was  visited  with  the  motor  vehicles  and  com- 
plete record  of  streets,  time,  loads  and  types  of  refuse  was 
recorded. 

A a result  of  these  findings  the  “beats”  were  re-organised, 
wasteful  time  eliminated,  and  more  than  day  per  week  re- 
duction took  place  for  the  same  work.  This  enabled  a more 
frequent  emptying  of  cesspools  and  privies  to  take  place  and 
in  the  case  of  kitchen  waste  collection,  resulted  in  a saving 
of  £52  per  annum. 
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Later  in  the  year  a Schedule  of  Established  posts  was 
recommended  to  the  Council  and  this  was  approved.  Pre- 
viously dustmen  were  engaged  on  a temporary  basis  and  this 
new  establishment  has  proved  of  great  value  both  to  the 
Council  and  employees,  as  permanent  men  looking  forward 
to  their  superannuation  are  much  more  settled  than  tempor- 
ary employees,  and  on  the  other  hand  the  Council  can  now 
replace  men  who  have  carried  on  past  retiring  age  with 
younger  and  more  physically  fit  men. 

The  dustman  of  to-day  carries  out  a job  requiring  physi- 
cal fitness,  common-sense,  tact  and  a certain  amount  of 
mechanical  knowledge.  Gone  is  the  day  when  this  was  any 
old  man  s job  to  be  clone  without  regard  to  hygiene  and  effi- 
ciency. 

Recognising  this,  Horbury  Council  has  wisely  given 
thought  to  the  welfare  of  their  employees.  One  special  room 
provided  with  gas  ring,  fire,  and  relay  wireless  is  set  aside  for 
meaiS.  A wuite  glazed  washing  sink  with  soap  and  towels 
ai  e ..rovided  in  one  corner  of  the  garage  and  protective  cloth- 
ing (waterproofs  and  Wellington  boots)  are  provided  in  addi- 
tion  lo  overalls  tor  cusimen.  It  has  been  found  that  the  men 
ta^e  advantage  of  these  facilities  and  they  see  to  the  wash- 
ing of  their  towels  and  overalls  themselves. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  FOR  THE  YEAR 


1946-47.  £ s.  d. 

Wages  1648  0 0 

Insurances  25  0 0 

Licences  75  0 0 

Petrol  and  Oils 161  0 0 

Rent,  Rates  and  Water  , 13  0 0 

Repairs  and  Renewals  160  0 0 

Water  Pump  and  Battery  Charger  59  0 0 

Hired  Haulage 18  0 0 

Disinfectants  9 0 0 

Tipping  Charges  14  0 0 

Sundries  21  0 0 

Protective  Clothing,  etc.  46  0 0 


2249  0 0 

Less  Credits  10  0 


Less  Credits  from  Salvage  191  0 0 


2057  0 0 
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WEIGHTS  OF  HOUSE  REFUSE 


Month  1946/7  Ashbins  W’ght 


T. 

C. 

April 

8423 

150 

7 

May 

....  10936 

165 

10 

June 

....  7942 

141 

8 

July 

....  9976 

176 

1 

August 

....  7963 

125 

2 

Sept. 

....  8667 

124 

3 

October 

....  10274 

151 

12 

November 

...  9076 

139 

7 

December 

...  8469 

135 

11 

January 

....  9845 

169 

9 

February  .. 

....  8324 

130 

15 

March 

....  7047 

' 166 

2 

Totals 

106642 

1721 

7 

Ashpits  Weight 

Ttl. 

W’t. 

T. 

C 

T. 

c. 

37 

7 

8 

157 

15 

67 

16 

15 

182 

5 

63 

15 

5 

156 

13 

46 

11 

10 

187 

11 

51 

12 

15 

137 

17 

55 

13 

15 

137 

18 

67 

16 

15 

168 

7 

72 

17 

10 

156 

17 

56 

14 

0 

135 

11 

62 

15 

10 

184 

19 

27 

6 

15 

137 

10 

27 

7 

0 

173 

2 

630 

154 

18 

1876 

5 

SECTION  H. 

SALVAGE. 

The  need  for  recovery  of  waste  materials  remains  as 
vital  as  ever  and  its  importance  in  world  trade  and  econuimc 
recovery  to  this  country  cannot  be  over  estimated.  Further, 
this  point  must  not  be  overlooked,  salvage  to-day  is  a sound 
business  proposition,  and  it  is  up  to  every  individual  to  see 
that  their  share,  no  matter  how  smad,  is  forthcoming.  It 
will  be  seen  in  this  report  that  £191  was  made  above  expenses 
last  year.  This  means  a saving  of  approximately  ljd.  rate 
By  united  effort  let  us  make  it  a 3d.  rate  in  the  coming  year. 

Income  during  the  year  showed  an  increase  of  £113  due 
mainly  to  increased  paper  sales  and  the  bottle  and  jar  trade, 
which  rose  from  £2  14s.  2d.  last  year  to  £24  10s.  6d.  this  year. 

Income  from  salvage  averaged  £61.6  per  1,000  population. 
Last  year  the  figure  was  £46.3  per  1,000  population  and  Hor- 
bury  now  stands  19th  from  the  top  out  of  73  Urban  authori- 
ties in  Yorkshire.  During  the  year  an  expenditure  of  £30 
was  paid  for  repairs  to  premises  used  throughout  the  war 
for  storage  of  paper.  After  the  deduction  of  this  and  ail 
other  expenses  a credit  of  £191  was  shown. 
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The  following- 

o 


Year 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 


1945 


1946 


shows  a progressive 

Tons 

74 

70 

107 

122 

176 

114 

129 


income  from  salvage. 

Value  of  £s 
243 
298 
580 
561 
617 
450 
563 


792 


3312 


Graph  showing  the  value  of  salvage  collected  from  the 
outbreak  of  war  to  the  present  day. 


Tons  Cwts  Ors. 


Waste  paper 

60 

6 

0 

Rags  

9 

2 

Kitchen  Waste  

57 

13 

3 

Bottles  and  Jars 

1 

10 

2 

Scrap  Metal 

9 

2 

0 

£ s . t 

386  5 
9 5 
85  13 
24  10 
17  10 


129  1 3 523  4 9 

Plus  10/-  per  ton  kitchen  waste  and  paper 

bonus  received  from  the  Board  of  Trade  40  0 0 


£563  4 9 


O CTn  O On  VO  r 
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SALVAGE  ANALYSIS. 


Waste 

Kitchen 

Scrap 

Bottles 

Paper 

Rags 

Waste 

Metal 

& Jars 

1946 

T 

C 

Q 

T 

c 

Q 

T 

C 

Q 

T 

c 

Q 

T 

C 

Q 

April 

4 

13 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

11 

0 

2 

10 

0 

0 

0 

0 

May 

4 

3 

0 

0 

3 

3 

3 

11 

0 

3 

10 

0 

0 

3 

0 

June 

4 

14 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

16 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

July 

4 

8 

0 

0 

2 

1 

5 

11 

0 

1 

18 

0 

0 

2 

0 

August 

4 

10 

0 

0 

0 

3 

4 

12 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

7 

u 

Sept. 

4 

12 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

October  ... 

7 

16 

0 

0 

2 

0 

4 

17 

0 

1 

4 

0 

0 

3 

0 

Nov. 

4 

10 

0 

0 

0 

3 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

Dec. 

4 

16 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

6 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

1947 

January  ... 

5 

12 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

11 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

February  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

11 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

March 

10 

12 

0 

0 

0 

0 

n 

0 

12 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

60 

6 

0 

0 

9 

2 

57 

13 

3 

9 

2 

0 

1 

10 

' J 

ZJ 

SECTION  I. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 
MILK  SUPPLY. 

Practically  the  whole  of  the  milk  supply  for  the  district 
is  produced  locally  either  in  the  Urban  District  or  the  ad- 
joining Rural  areas,  none  whatever  is  brought  in  by  rail. 

The  supply  has  been  well  maintained  throughout  the  year 
and  the  quality  has  been  good. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cowkeepers  etc., 


on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year : — 

Number  of  persons  registered  as  cowkeepers  7 

Number  of  registered  cowsheds  13 

Number  of  Accredited  Producers  2 

Number  of  Registered  Retail  Purveyors  24 

Number  of  licensed  Retail  Purveyors  of 

Pasteurised  Milk  1 
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Thirty-eight  inspections  have  been  made  during  the  year 
and  the  general  sanitary  conditions  and  cleanliness  of  the 
premises  was  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  latest  type  of  bottle  barrows  are  used  for  delivery. 
Methylene  Blue  Test. 

Ten  samples  of  ungraded  milk  from  purveyors  in  the 
district  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and 
the  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Tests.  Eight  samples  satis- 
fied the  Methylene  Blue  Test  and  two  samples  were  unsatis- 
factory. In  each  case  an  investigation  was  carried  out  as 
to  the  cause.  The  necessary  advisory  work  was  carried  out, 
and  subsequent  samples  proved  satisfactory. 

Two  samples  of  graded  milk  were  taken  from  the  two  de- 
signated farms  in  the  district  and  both  proved  satisfactory. 
Test  for  the  Presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli. 

All  samples  were  examined  for  the  presence  of  tubercu- 
losis and  all  proved  negative  except  in  one  case  where  the 
guinea  pig  died  too  soon  for  a conclusive  test. 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDERS 


1936  and  1943. 

Number  of  Licensed  Producers  “Accredited” 2 

Number  of  supplementary  Licences  granted  by 

the  Council  1 


During  the  year  these  premises  have  been  kept  in  a satis- 
factory condition. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 


Slaughter  Houses. 

Licensed  Slaughter  Houses  5 

Registered  Slaughter  Houses , 1 


Owing  to  the  Government  control  of  slaughtering  these 
premises  were  not  again  used  for  this  purpose  during  the  year 
under  review. 

Meat  allocated  and  inspected  in  Wakefield  is  brought  to 
the  Co-operative  Slaughter  House  in  Queen  Street.  This 
centre  is  used  as  a sub-allocation  point  where  each  butcher 
collects  his  allocation.  Regular  visits  are  made  and  the  meat 
is  inspected  again  before  it  is  removed  to  the  shops. 

It  was  again  found  necessary  to  warn  the  butchers  re- 
garding the  conveyance  of  meat  through  the  streets  without 
proper  covers. 
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Improvement  of  the  vehicles  used  for  the  conveyance  of 
meat  from  Wakefield  is  now  taking  place  and  it  is  pleasing 
to  report  at  the  time  of  writing  that  a new  Commer  motor 
vehicle,  specially  constructed  with  opening  sides  and  double 
wood  floor,  is  in  service,  but  in  my  opinion  there  is  still  fur- 
ther need  for  research  in  this  field,  especially  in  temperature 
control. 

In  no  case  was  it  found  necessary  to  make  any  seizures 
of  diseased  or  unsound  food  but  the  following,  which  upon 
examination  were  found  to  be  unsound  and  unlit  for  human 
consumption,  were  surrendered  to  me  and  destroyed. 


6 cwts.  Peas. 

2\  cwts.  Beans. 

^ cwt.  Semolina. 

27%  lbs  Chocolate. 

42  oz.  2 oz.  Bars  Chocolate. 

100  lbs.  National  Milk  Cocoa. 

2 cwts.  Oatmeal. 

7 lbs  Mixed  Spice. 

231  lbs.  Flour. 

^ stone  Cod. 

5 — 12  oz.  tins  Chopped  Ham. 

3|  lbs.  American  Cheese. 

2 lbs.  Meat  and  Vegetable  Stew. 
\ cwt.  Macaroni. 

2\  cwts.  Sugar. 

10  lbs.  Tea. 

1 cwt.  Currants. 

1 cwt.  Raisins. 

10  lbs.  Oatmeal. 

1 — 8 oz  Tin  Baked  Beans. 

1 — 16  oz.  tin  Beans. 

4 — 14-J  oz.  tins  Evaporated  Milk. 


Meat  and  Retail  Meat  Vehicles. 


15 

1 


Butchers  Shops 
Retail  Meat  Vehicles 


The  occupants  of  all  the  butchers’  shops  have  observed 
the  requirements  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat  Regulation)  Act 
by  keeping  the  windows  of  their  premises  closed  to  prevent 
mud  and  other  means  of  contamination  being  splashed  or 
blown  on  the  Meat  exposed  for  sale.  The  standard  of  clean- 
liness in  these  shops  is  high. 
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LIVESTOCK  (RESTRICTIONS  ON 

SLAUGHTERING)  ACT,  1940. 

Fifty  pigs  were  slaughtered  at  a licensed  slaughter  house 
under  licence  from  tlxe  Food  Office  and  examined  for  the 
owner. 

These  included  pigs  slaughtered  from  large  factory  can- 
teen clubs  and  examinations  are  carried  out  on  Sundays  to 
prevent  delay  in  boning  and  preparation  of  the  meat  for 
cooking. 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933. 


This  act  is  strictly  observed  in  the  area  and  a humane 
killer  is  used  for  the  slaughter  of  all  pigs. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

During  the  year  1946  the  following  samples  were  pur- 
chased in  the  district  by  the  County  Inspector  and  submitted 
for  analysis  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  above 
Act : — ■ 

Milk  Drugs  Other  Foods 

Genuine  Adulterated  Genuine  Adulterated  Genuine  Adulterated 

19  2 0 111 

SECTION  J. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 
REGISTRATION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES. 


Number  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  Potted, 

Preserved,  and  Pressed  Foods  7 

Number  registered  for  the  manufacture  and  sale  of 

Ice-cream  2 

Number  registered  for  the  sale  of  Ice-cream  2 

BAKEHOUSES. 

Number  on  Register  ......  5 


Fourteen  visits  were  made  to  these  premises  during  the 
year  and  conditions  were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  Lime- 
washing  was  carried  out  regularly. 

FISH  FRYERS. 

Number  on  register  11 

Twenty-one  visits  were  made  to  these  premises  and  con- 
ditions were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

All  the  shops  are  fitted  with  modern  cooking  ranges  and 
have  separated  preparation  and  storage  rooms. 
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FACTORIES. 

Fifty-one  Mechanical  Factories  and  30  Non-Mechanical 
Factories  are  on  the  register  in  the  district,  composed  of  the 
following : — 

Mechanical. 

Woollen  and  Worsted  Manufacturers  4 

Mungo  Manufacturers  2 

Rag  Manufacturers  1 

Railway  Wagon,  Motor  Body  Builders  & Repairers  2 

Oil  Mills 1 

Dye  Works  1 

Athletic  Goods  Manufacturers  1 

Joiners  5 

Printers  3 

Engineers  2 

Builders  and  Contractors  3 

Food  Preparing  Premises  7 

Spring  Makers  1 

Boot  Repairers  6 

Leather  Burners  2 

Motor  Engineers  3 

Bakers  2 

Motor  Cover  Makers  1 

Wool  Cutting  for  Rugs  1 

Tin  Smiths  1 

“ 5T 

Non-Mechanical. 

Printer  1 

Athletic  Goods  Makers  1 

Painters  and  Decorators 5 

Blacksmiths  2 

Tailors  3 

Boot  Repairers  2 

Plumbers  and  Sanitary  Engineers  3 

Milliners  1 

Bakers  3 

Upholsterers  2 

Rag  Sorters  ......  1 

Leather  Goods  Workers 1 

French  Polishers • 2 

Dress  Makers  1 

Joiners  

Rug  Makers  1 


30 
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46  inspections  have  been  made  under  the  Factories  Act  1937 


and  the  following  defects  dealt  with. 

Insufficient  W.C.  accommodation  1 

Insufficient  Washing  Facilities  1 

Cleanliness  2 

Insufficient  Flushing  Apparatus  1 


The  dining  rooms  provided  in  many  of  the  large  factories 
have  been  wed  used  during  the  year  and  the  kitchen  waste 
collected  regularly. 

A complete  new  food  preparation  building  was  provided 
to  one  butcners  shop  and  in  another  extensive  alterations  took 
place  improving  the  facilities  for  preparation  and  storage. 

During  the  year  complaints  were  received  regarding  the 
smell  from  an  oil  refinery  in  the  district.  Unfortunately 
owing  to  the  high  temperature  at  which  the  gases  are  con- 
densed this  trade  cannot  be  carried  on  without  a certain 
amount  of  fumes  being  given  off.  Further,  the  raw  materials 
which  the  trade  must  now  deal  with  are  inferior  to  pre-war 
materials.  Nevertheless  the  firm  in  question  was  visited  and 
every  possible  assistance  was  given  in  dealing  with  the  prob- 
lem ; an  old  stone  tank  above  ground  was  removed  and  a new 
tank  placed  underground,  additional  “scrubbers”  were  pro- 
vided and  the  fumes  filtered  through  both  water  and  charcoal, 
channels  were  deepened  to  avoid  spillages,  and  a white  glazed 
inspection  chamber  was  constructed  for  the  inspection  of  the 
effluent  before  final  discharge  into  the  river,  the  effluent  itself 
being  tested  by  the  West  Riding  Rivers  Board  at  the  point 
it  entered  the  river.  These  measures  have  shown  an  improve- 
ment and  as  the  raw  materials  become  available  it  is  hoped 
to  still  further  reduce  the  offensive  smell. 

TENTS,  VANS,  AND  SHEDS. 

No  tents,  vans,  or  sheds  were  used  for  human  habitation. 

SECTION  K. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

Practically  the  whole  of  the  sanitary  conveniences  in 
connection  with  residential  and  business  premises  in  the  dis- 
trict are  on  the  water  carriage  system  with  the  exception 
of  the  small  number  of  15  privies  and  20  pail  closets,  which 
at  the  present  time  are  inconvertible  owing  to  the  fact  that 
they  are  situated  in  the  outlying  parts  of  the  district  where 
sufficient  sewers  are  not  available. 

The  total  numbers  of  water  closets  in  use  in  the  district 
is  approximately  2,565. 
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PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

There  are  three  public  conveniences  for  males  and  one 
for  females. 

Regular  inspections  have  been  carried  out  and  the  defences 
against  youths  have  reduced  the  amount  ot  damage  caused 
as  against  last  year,  there  was,  however,  one  W.C.  window 
pane  broken  and  one  W.C.  door  panel  knocked  out. 

It  would  appear  that  there  is  a great  need  for  education 
in  the  proper  use  of  sanitary  accommodation,  especially  among 
the  female  section,  and  some  of  the  conditions  found  are 
deplorable. 

As  reported  last  year  the  numbers  of  conveniences  are 
insufficient,  but  the  surveyor  is  at  present  submitting  plans 
for  new  conveniences  at  Horbury  Bridge. 

FLOODING. 

As  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  a certain  amount  of 
flooding  took  place  in  the  lowest  part  of  Horbury,  near  the 
river  Calder,  namely  Horbury  Bridge,  Dudfleet  and  Broad 
Cut.  Owing  to  water  pressure  one  of  the  sluice  gates  col- 
lapsed and  the  river  water  already  swollen  to  the  bank  tops, 
burst  across  the  adjoining  land.  Water  reached  a level  of 
three  to  four  feet  in  some  houses  and  a number  were  evacu- 
ated for  a few  days.  The  services  of  the  National  Fire  Service 
were  obtained,  but  it  was  some  days  before  pumping  opera- 
tions could  take  effect  and  the  river  started  to  subside.  Ash- 
bins  containing  disinfectant  were  stationed  on  ground  above 
water  and  a portable  cesspool  tank  was  brought  into  opera- 
tion. This  helped  to  prevent  nuisances  from  occupiers  throw- 
ing sewage  out  of  the  houses,  the  w.c.s  being  flooded  and 
unusable. 

As  soon  as  the  surface  water  was  removed  a supply  of 
free  carbolic  soap  was  issued  to  all  affected  persons  and  the 
cellars  were  pumped  dry  on  application  to  the  Department. 
One  of  the  worst  features  was  the  resultant  sludge  left  in 
the  houses  and  cellars.  Carbolic  powder  was  used  on  wood 
floors  and  the  walls  of  the  cellars  were  sprayed  after  the 
water  was  removed. 
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SCHOOLS. 

The  serious  structural  condition  of  St.  Peter’s  school 
calls  for  immediate  attention  and  the  provision  of  a new  school 
in  place  of  this  is  long  overdue.  Only  temporary  repairs  can 
be  carried  out  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  County  Council  will 
give  this  vital  matter  urgent  consideration. 

SECTION  L. 

PETROLEUM  ACTS. 

There  are  20  premises  in  the  Urban  District  licensed 
either  for  the  storage  of  Petroleum  Spirit  or  Mixtures  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  provisions  of  the  Petroleum  Consolidation 
Act,  1928,  viz.,  20  for  the  storage  of  Petroleum  Spirit  and  two 
for  the  storage  of  Cellulose  Paint. 

Twenty  of  the  licensed  premises  store  the  spirit  in  under- 
ground steel  tanks  iitted  with  pumps,  while  on  the  remaining 
premises  the  spirit  or  mixtures  are  kept  m steel  drums  stored 
m specially  constructed  fire-proof  above  ground  stores. 
CANAL  BOATS. 

In  accordance  with  Part  X of  the  Public  Health  Acts 
1936,  I herewith  submit  my  report  on  the  administration  of 
the  said  Act  and  Regulations  for  the  year  1946. 

No  canal  boat  is  registered  in  the  Urban  District,  the 
part  of  the  canal  passing  through  the  district  being  only  a 
few  hundred  yards  and  situated  at  the  extreme  boundary  of 
our  area.  During  periodical  visits  to  the  canal  banks  only 
day  boats  were  seen,  i.e.,  boats  that  are  not  used  as  dwellings, 
which  carry  cargoes  of  coal,  etc.,  only  short  distances.  The 
number  of  boats  passing  through  the  district  has  not  in- 
creased. 

Inspection  is  difficult  matter  as  the  boats  do  not  stop 
on  our  portion  of  the  canal  for  the  discharge  of  cargoes  or 
other  purposes. 

SECTION  M. 

PESTOLOGY. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

Complaints  were  received  from  one  house  of  the  exist- 
ence of  bed  bugs. 

Treatment  by  D.D.T.  (dichloro-dephenyl-trichloroethem) 
consisting  of  a 5%  solution  was  sprayed  and  the  results  have 
proved  very  satisfactory. 

A number  of  other  premises  infested  with  cockroaches, 
silver’  fish,  etc.,  were  sprayed  with  Neocid  Dust  (D.D.T. 
Geigy)  and  complete  disinfestation  resulted  in  all  cases. 
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DISINFECTION  OF  PREMISES. 

The  disinfection  of  all  premises  after  cases  of  infec- 
tious diseases  is  carried  out  after  the  removal  ot  the  patients 
to  the  Isolation  Flospital  or  after  recovery  if  nursed  at  home, 
the  method  used  being  with  Formaldehyde  vapour. 

Premises  are  also  disinfected  after  deams  trom  other 
causes  and  diseases,  upon  written  request  being  made. 

Number  of  Flouses  disinfected  after  Infectious 


Diseases  12 

Number  of  Houses  disinfected  after  Deaths  from 

other  Diseases  or  Causes  4 


SECTION  N. 

RATS  AND  MICE. 

RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT,  1919, 
INFESTATION  ORDER,  1943. 

The  number  of  individual  complaints  received  was  7,  five 
concerning  rats  and  two  concerning  mice.  In  all  cases  the 
premises  were  inspected  and  action  taken. 

Two  treatments  were  carried  out  on  the  Council  Sewers. 
In  the  first  treatment  185  sewer  manholes  were  pre-baited 
with  sausage  rusk  on  two  consecutive  days.  Ihese  manholes 
were  split  up  into  three  sections,  each  comprising  a separate 
length  of  sewer.  In  all  17  complete  takes  and  / part  takes 
were  recorded.  Accordingly  a mixture  of  sausage  rusk  and 
5%  Zinc-Phosphide  was  laid  at  each  of  these  points  and  a 
take  of  15  complete  and  b part  poison  baits  recorded. 

According  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  tables  an  estimated 
kill  of  360  rats  took  place.  The  day  after  the  completion  of 
the  treatment  heavy  rain  fell,  and  whilst  only  one  dead  rat 
was  recovered  from  the  manholes,  approximately  seventy  dead 
rats  were  counted  at  the  Sewage  Works  by  the  Manager. 
As  a rule,  after  feeding,  rats  move  to  the  drier  and  any  dis- 
used part  of  sewers  or  drains  connected  thereto. 

Later  in  the  year  a second  treatment  was  carried  out 
and  26  sewer  manholes  were  baited  with  bread  mash  on  two 
consecutive  days.  In  4 cases  complete  takes  were  recorded 
and  in  1 case  a part  take.  Accordingly  a mixture  of  bread 
mash  and  10%  Arsenious  Oxide  was  laid  at  each  of  these 
points.  A take  of  two  complete  poison  baits  was  recorded 
with  an  estimated  kill  of  40  rats. 


Throughout  the  year  a close  watch  has  been  kept  at  the 
Council  sewage  works  and  refuse  tip  for  the  presence  of  rats, 
and  treatment  carried  out  where  necessary. 

In  the  case  of  the  sewage  works  an  estimated  kill  of  360 
rats  was  recorded  over  several  treatments.  As  these  works 
adjoin  the  River  Calder  infestation  occurs  from  time  to  time 
from  this  source,  but  as  the  plant  is  of  modern  design,  effi- 
ciently managed,  and  the  buildings  kept  scrupulously  clean, 
rats  do  not  find  an  ideal  home,  and  this,  to  my  mind,  is  one 
of  the  points  often  neglected.  To  create  a pile  of  miscel- 
laneous rubbish,  old  stocked  timber,  or  any  like  material  which 
is  not  moved  for  any  length  of  time,  is  to  invite  rat  or  mice 
infestation.  A warning  too  about  throwing  bread  and  food- 
stuffs out  for  birds  and  animals — this  should  be  placed  in 
proper  containers  and  the  droppings  should  be  cleaned  away 
without  delay. 


PERSONAL. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  accord  my  thanks  to  my  assist- 
ant, Mr.  R.  Burfield,  for  the  conscientious  and  loyal  manner 
in  which  he  has  carried  out  the  duties  assigned  to  him. 

The  foreman  and  members  of  the  staff  engaged  on  refuse 
collection  and  disposal  have  carried  out  their  work  at  all 
times  with  cheerfulness  and  have  proved  a credit  to  the  de- 
partment. 


I am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  F.  RICHLEY, 

Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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